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Alexa! Bake me a new Java 
repository
An introduction to voice bots productivity

https://twitter.com/jlengrand


You will know

• What template repositories are


• The jargon used to build 
conversational apps


• How to create your own basic 
skills / apps using Alexa or 
DialogFlow

In 40 minutes



Idea sparks



Email myself
Create GitHub 

project

Clone the 
project

ScaffoldingStart 
cranking



Email myself
Create GitHub 

project

Clone the 
project

ScaffoldingStart 
cranking
Go
 t
o 
be
d



Github template repos to the rescue!



This is what a template looks like



And this is how to create one







Well actually







But don’t worry!

• Jargon, interfaces are just about interchangeable!


• The main difference for me is that Alexa allows for ‘private' skills.



Lots of magic are packed in Skills



Skills have a ‘front' and a backend

It’s just 
JSON!



Some mandatory jargon



The basics of conversational apps

• A skill : A complete app, essentially.


• Invocation name : How the user will activate your specific app.


• An invocation : When a user asks something to your skill


• An intent : The action that a user wants to perform.


• An utterance : In what way may the user express its intent.


• A slot : A bunch or arguments needed to perform the intent.


• A slot type : The type of data of the given slot



An illustrated example



And Amazon is usually quite smart



ASK : Alexa Skills Kit



Alright! Time to work!



Takeaways : Github Templates

• A very fine idea! Less boilerplate is more happiness


• But the execution is lacking so far?


• Not searchable on the website


• Not findable either via the API


• Very little apparent usage

https://twitter.com/jlengrand/status/1325816388984954880


Takeaways : Conversational apps

• Abstracts AWS away!


• Very easy to get started and build your own fun things


• Make sure to have enough utterances 


• Can be lacking with technical terms, or ACCENTS!


• Building models take a while. Test using JSON allows for faster feedback loop


• Extremely frustrating when it doesn’t work



Takeaways : Alexa vs DialogFlow

• Alexa rocks because 

• You don’t want to use JS. 


• Better integration with AWS, SDKs in multiple languages


• Private skills are there for you 


• DialogFlow rocks because 

• Multiple out of the box integrations (Slack, web, …



Questions ?

Hit me up on Twitter @jlengrand

https://twitter.com/jlengrand


Slides / Code here :)

https://github.com/jlengrand/github-templates

